Roffer describes
conditions tha
plagued fisher.

¢ men this past
supnmer when
rold oCTan walsr lemperalures
streiched from the beaches of
Caylona Beach, Florich o S,
Simmons Island, Georpia.

“The cold inshore waters
this summer were caused by
consisienl soulhwest winds”,
said Dr. Roffer, "When you
have day after thy of southwes
winds, several things begin lo
happes 1o the water lempera-
ture”,

“Continual southwest winds
will begin 1o blow the surface
water oflshore. The next thing
Lkl happens, i that the ocean
walers down deep begin 1o
mave 10 the susface, These are
normally the coldes water lem-
peratures and are refermed 10 as
the thermocline™.

| knew a lot af fishermen
have been asking quesiions why
we have had such a long spe!l
of culd inshore walets 14i5 past
summet, Dr. Reffer has just
given you the correct answer,

Howevet we mutst also
undersipnd, what achually is a
thermocline?

“A lat of peaple are misied
in whal they believe 3 thermo-
cling actually is", said Dr.
Roflezr. Under normal summer
condilians, the warmer waler
lemperaiuzes are on the Surface.
The surface water lemperature
may well be 81 degreas, but as
you po down decper, the waler
temperaluse bepins 1 dop. The
thermochine is localed where the
waler lemperatuse makes a dis-
tinclive change, this could be as
small as ang degree or fve
depiees”,

A massive thermocline hit the southeast this past summer causing havoc with frsherme 1. But some were successful, here is

day of southwest winds, the sur-
fate waters are blown offshore
and the thermogling slowly
comes 1o the surface. This situa-
lion produces cold surface warer
lemperaiures, but mere impor-
tantly the thermocline is now
localed o the surface of the
ocean®,

And this past summer was a
very unusuzl pne #1 that. The
cold waters lasled from early
June right through the first part
of Avgust. We alsa experienced
the calmest summer af all, with
light southvwest winds, you
could have pone king mackerel
fslung on mosl thys with a jon
bxzat!

However the thermecline
was 3 blessing for Georgia fish-
ermen. it seemed like the cold
waters came (0 a halt a1 81,
Andrew’s soumid, There, the
summer waler lzmperalures at
Ikis fertile indel remained in the
high seventies and low cighties.
Just i fewr miles narth of SI.
Andrew's intet, the St
Simman’s inlet enjoyed even
warmer waler lempersiures,
often reaching the mid eighties.

While froms Daysoms Beach
to the most nenhera boundary
of northeast Florida, the St.
Mary's infel, \he waler lemperz-
tures close o shore were often
in the low 10 mid sevenlies. A
low waler tempenature of 68
eptees was recorded this past
surmmer at Dayions Beach!

Smast fshermen this sum-
mer were purchasing fishing
forecast annalisl from Roffs. A
chart is faxed 1o the fishermen
giving the lalest waler fempera-
tures and aseas whese the best
fishing may be found. The chart
is marked where there are 1em-
pesalure bireaks, where wamm

! and aceoring 10 theit location
1 19 inkt mouths, offshore resfs
E and paputar fish havens, tey
U are indicated as excellent areas
) to Tish.

| “Alotof the 1ousmament
{ fishermen have been purchasing
3 ou fishing forceast annalist
i befare a tournamen!”, said Dr.
3 Roffer. "Bavid Workman of
§ C&H lures ofien pets scveral
+ tharis before and during the
E toumament. He also calls me

¢ whilc he is oul on the water

+ with his cellular phone for a fasi
E minute walzr lempersiire

t update”,

i Stewart Ballard of

t Geargelown, South Camling

E alse knows 1he importance of

T waler lemperalie.

! “During the Myrtle Beach

H
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how they coped with this dilemma.
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the inshare waters werg in the
midd 1o high seventies”, said
Ballard. “However the warmest
wilets were found some thiny
miles offshore, here 1he waler
temperature was Bl degrees.
That's where we found our
kingfish.

Capiain Siewan Ballard is
the owncer of the *Tait Walker®,
a 261 Mako, His fishing part-
ners are Don Mussman and
Frankie Clemmans. All ore the
reeenl aggregate winners in the
Myrtle Beach Kingfish 1ourna-
ment. Ballard is ato a regular
subscriber 10 Roff's fshing
forceast panalists,

“Druring the fiest day of the
1wo day event, we boated sev-
emeen kingfish™, said Hallard.
"However during the last day of

in the lew thirties. Dur winnisg
aggregale weight came 1o
105.93 pounds for the two days
of tompetition”.

Contestanls could weigh in
up ta two fish per day for the
agpregass division. The apgre-
pale winner was determined by
the boat that weighed in the
heaviest total of Kingiish for the
twa days, two fish per day with
a maximum of four fisk for the
two days of fishing,

Hawever word has it tha
Lhere has been somewhere in
the vicinity of $170,H0.00 won
by fishermen fishing 1he St
Simmon's channel 1his past
summes! [t seems bzl thermo-
elines do have some sort of pas-
itive effect on fishing.

Taking inlo consideration
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by Terry Lacoss

itive effect on fishing.

Taking into consideralion
Ihal Lhese southwest winds
pushed wanm walers, bai1 fish
pods and big schools ol kingfish
nerth from Doylona 1o Amelia
Istand, Florida. Big concentra-
tians of kingfish wese holding
in the 5t. Simmoa's shipping
channzt.

During she “*Golden [stes
Sport Fishing Associstion
Kingfish Tournament™, the fish-
ing 1cam on she “Geosgia Bell"
tanded a 43 pound smoker king
from 1he channel and took 1st
placs honors, This was the
heginning of a fong success
stery.

In loumasnents Lhal soon fol-
lowed, many of the winning big
fish and apgregale winners were
caught from the 51 Simmon's
Channel.

[n fact during the Grealer
Iacksonvilie Kingfish
Toumament the majority of he
one tausand boals ran north 1o
fish these warmer Georgia
waters, | heard capiain Jay
Childers of St. Simmaons talking
an the vh radio during the
GIKT, ¥] would have never
belicved Ihat there would be this
many teurnament boals Gshing
our channel, § am amazed by
the number of big kingfish that
have made \heir home here this
summer because of the caoler

outhern waters”.

1 was nlso amazed. As most
{ you know, it has been hard
0f e 50 give up fishing the Si.
Mary’s channel during summer
kingfish tourmaments. These are
my hame watess and | feel more
umlortable fishing here.

However during the Galden
Lsles Sport Fishing iournament,
we had not had the first sirike
whife sfow trofling the desp
waless of the channel. The
Hummingbird waler tempera-
ute gaupe showed a sieady 74
epiees.

On our arrival, the water

! Letnperature gange showed a

wamn B4 degrees. We were alse
masking hig pods of bait-fish
{from the surface dowi 10 the
bollem of the channel. Sea hinds
were also numerous, often div-
ing, bombing a school of bait-
fish thal had moved 10 the sur-
ace.

Cur fishing team knew up
from that we hat found tie
kingfish, Actually there wese
only o few tpurnament boals,
fishing at the 51. Simmon’s inlel
t the lime. One 1hat we would

¢ not forger was the "CGeorgia

Belt”, who hatt landed the
bigpest king of the event just
befare pur amival.

During Ine next few hours of
fishing, we landed three kings
in the low rwenties, We knew
where we would be fishing duz-
ing the final day of the evem!

During the final day of
GISAKT, the whole field of
soumament baats were fishing
ths 5¢t. Simmon's shipping
channel! This fishing pattern
Tasted Hiphi thraugh ihe month
of July.

However there were boats in
many of hese kinglish wowma-
meals thal did not have larpe
enough gas tanks to make' the
long run from the 5t Joha's
infel lo the S1. Simmon’s chan-
nel. This run was close 10 sixiy
mifes.

5a these smaller boats had o
learn how Io caich fish from
colder waers, and they did
wuite well,

Joe Bruce did not have the
problzm of nol holding enough
fuel, yel his fishing partner dit
not show up for the Grealer
Facksonville Kingfists
Tournament. Caplain Bruce
knew thal ihe besl fishing
would be found nosth in the 5¢.
Simmon's shipping channel, but
he was fishing by himself and
waould need 1o take salety into
consideration.

“When my fishing pariner
called the night before the
GIKT, [ was determined 1o fish,
cven if it meani fishing by
mysell”, said Bruce. “But |
decided to fish the Si1. Mary's
shipping ¢hannel and stay closes
to the weigh in site for safelies
sike™

“[wan very aware uf the cold
waler sitation and | walched my
walkes [Emperitire gavge diring
the entire day of the event. ] soon

i my lishing eHons an these
| warmer wilers”,

1t was &n these warmer
walers Ihal Bruce hooked a
smokss of 4 kingfish and -
malely ran the boas and foughl
the fish at the same time.
Fifieen minutes laier Bruce
paffes o 28 pound kingfish and
nzarby boats applauded his sin-
gle handed fishing skills?

Other boats that were not
abte 10 make the long iz o the
SL Simmon’s channel also
cauphi fish whils fishing a1 the
St. Mary's channed. But the
fishing was slow and touzna-
ment fishermen hat to show
patience.

“I think that the best game
plan 10 have when dealing with
coul waler, is to find Ihe schools
of bait-fish", instrucis Joe Bruce.
“If you find the schoals
of Bais-{ish concentrale your
efforts in these walers™.

Toe Brice and Al Torans
were {ishing the 1993 “King
Busser Classic™ from the 51
| Aupustine inler when they alse
| encountered cold water tempera-
ures.

“We were fishing just off
rom Flagler Beach wilk the rest
af the fleet of Team Fountain
boats™ said Bruge. *The vhi
radia was filled) withs talk of
cold waters and most of the
Boeats began to leave afier an
hour of fishing. The waser tem-
peralure was 73 deprees™.

“However we were marking
lois of bail-fish and degided 10

stoy, Minutes laler we landed
three Ringfish., a1l weiphing in
she mid twentizs™!

However the best way 1o
deal with chanping waler fwm-
feratures, is 16 puichase a fish-
tng fuecast annalist form Rolfs,
11 neatly can made the difference
from not cauiching lish and
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found 1hal the
channel waier |4
1emperaluze
wos 79 deprees |-
but as [ moved
north and
away from the [}
channel,  the
waler {zmpera- |
lure  warmed .
wp 10 8
degrees. 1 soan
began 1o mark
pods. of bait
fish on my fish |4
finder, these |;
were the signs
Ihat | wis wait- |
ing for and "
cunc:nlrnl:(ﬂ'r,“p

AFFER CHANT SHOwWING

carching Mish.
The money

%] spent s well

.| worth a day of
full practice
before a tour-
namenl. In fact
| the charzis a
Iot less expen-
sive: than a lank
full of gas thai
would be necd-
ed 1o find the
| fish!

Far more
information on
Holfz fishing
forecast annal-
ists, cafl 1-B00-
&§77-7633.
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