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 June is Big Rock time in Mon:head e
"City. For the uninitiated, Big Rock is nota
beach music festival or a new light beer; it's " - -
the largest blue marlin tournament held on
~‘the East Coast. This year marks the 30th -
anniversary of the Big Rock Blue Marlin .
“Tournament and the event draws fishermen =

“from around the country. From June 11 'to

18, about 150 boats are expected to compcie v i

in (hxs year’s toumament

_ The quarry is the - blue marlm a__
" blue-water species found in the Gulf Stream _
Blue marlin can weigh almost a ton and the

" fish are encountered from Mexico to Cape

Cod.” Blue  marlin ‘are -believed to 'be
_migratory, moving north in warm weather

ancl south in the cooler munths. o

7 Qurcoastisa renowned mar'lm' ﬁshery, :
-in pan because of the proximity of the Gulf

" 'Stream to the Outer Banks; the stream can

edge as close as 18 to 20 miles off Cape
" Hatteras dcpendmg on. weather and sea'- o

: cundmons [N

“Despite the area’s excel]ent .'_ﬁshmg,
'_catchmg a marlin is not’ easy :One study, 1.
" showed that it took about 10 trips to boat one . fisheries
 blue marlin; another study showed only one -

* blue marlin was landed for every 112 hours .

' _____of trotling.

‘terrific ~surges - of . power, .

water after jumping. And not only is the fight

- great, but the purses fortoumament wmners :
.are spectacularas well, o S
o The winner of this year's Blg Rock
S Tourna.ment can expect to pocket more than
. $100,000. Large prizes like this, and stiff-
* entry fees, offer a powerful incentive for:
“fishermen to try to improve upon the meager
odds for marlin fishing success. ‘And ‘for
marlin_ fishing, the ‘key to success ‘is in -
locating the fish, which means ﬁndmg arcas

hera baitfish are located.
In the Gulf Stream, bmtﬁsh congregate

where there are changes in water currents .

and temperature. Traditionally, fishermen

count on being able to ‘read’ the surface of .

the water and being familiar with what type

of water will hold fish. By combining this -
knowledge - of

understanding  with a
underwater structure, marlin fishermen can
improve their adds for boating a fish, To this
end, marlin boats are equipped with
temperature gauges, depth finders and other
sophisticated electronics.

~While there are often locations whlch
usually attract fish, such as underwater
structure, unfavorable weather and sea
conditions can often make that water barren.

©Lo e But once abluemarlm has heen caughl
" 'the fisherman will likely find himself hooked -
- as well, ‘Known for their strcngth and
stamina, the great fish jump and twist with
_ -producing -
hammermg claps as its body crashes to the

ever; wDr""‘MH::kth Rofféi’
oceanographer

Roffer combines his fisheries background

" with weather and oceanographic information -

_-'gleaned from satellites .and other -remote
.- sensing devices, . : .
ol The; service; whach can’ be purchased B

by subscription or on a specific tournament . .
‘ basis, provides fishermen with up-to-the- .. Norh Carolina. -
- hour information on ocean waler tempera- . :
" ture, water color, waler circulation patterns .
- and baitfish locations. This information can
" then .be ‘used: o gmde ﬁshermcn to. ﬁsh. B
- concentratlons

Science . — . show that

survival are best. In his thesis, Roffer was
able to accurately and consistemly predict
bluefin tuna locations in two seven—week
penuds in 1980 and 1981.

Roffer incorporated his busmess in
1986 after fishermen constantly asked him
for data. The information .on. water
temperature, temperature -chanpes and
currents is overlaid on a LORAN chart that

who operales
'Roffer’s Ocean Fishing Forecasting Service
' (ROFFS) in Miami, hopes to change all that.

- ROFFS provides both commercial and sport
jﬁshermcn ‘with 'ahigh-tech : forecastmg .
- service des;gned to predict ‘where varjous
. fish species — including blue marlin —can - -
.~ be found. In formulating his predu:tmns,

Carolina ~coastline,”
: addmg that ‘one of his clients had won

‘cause -fish “to -

-in the Northeast’ but are gainin g in populam)r’.

“alf along the-East Coast.**There-hiis been

an increase in the number of fishermen using
lhc service,” ' Roffer said. *'It" s picking up

.in: relation. to the.. ;amount .-of monied ... -
‘tournaments, There i 1s 2 Tot of | pnze money.ff_ o
"in these tournaments and with the pnvate

bets its even greater.”’

“ ‘While expenenced ﬁshennen can read'_ :
lhe water and use equipment to determine

- ‘water (emperature Roffer says his charis
- -save tlme, ‘gas ‘and _money by putting -
. fishermen in the general Jocation of the ﬁsh_

‘without lengthy searches. :
Roffer  has ‘made some bellevers in
While “he ‘declined to

-comment on - how ‘many North Carolina
= fishermen -were -
" admitted that he had already received orders
- for three tournament charts and has regolar

- . “customers in the Morehead whoal :
- -Roffer came by his mformanon t.he hard S cacrea i

way, he proved his the,ones doing doctoral -
- research, The theories — based on 10 years .
of Tesearch.  done with ‘the University of .
_Miami’s Rosentiel School - for Marine and -
.- Atmospheric -
temperature gmdlents as well as changes m:
. water - color and flow,
~congregate in areas where ‘conditions for -

~using his service, ‘he

his service. He added that several visiting

::-anglets - fishing the’ tournament would be
- using the service as well. **People have won

tournaments, ‘some right off the North
Roffer explained,
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o $90 DDO ina tournament off New Jersey
“i**We have: had people in. the money at Blg

Cllent names, howevcr, were not bemg

d:vnlged for -the . fear that . clients would .
- become . p:ed pipers’ ‘of the tournament. "

“!*There_is -one ‘client in . the area who i
* vehement about not giving lus ‘name out,’

" Roffer :stated, "*'When “we_call -him, he e
doesn’t even want us to 1eave our names at_ e

' ;hedncks M

o Not all ﬁshermen are beaung down the - .
“door to_pet Roffer’s service. The charter ..
captams ‘Maritimes spoke ‘with ‘said they
were ‘familiar with the service ‘or similar
services but none said they used them. A
- couple of charter boat ‘captains’ sald that .=
* charts similar to Ruffer s were valid means
- of locating ﬁsh — but on}y as long as they :

~.are up to date.

... Roffer adrmls lhere are pmblems with L
s 'acceptance ~and says he has: two chief
" obstacles to overcome. *‘One, there is'the *
v old 1ngra1ned attitude that we are a. bunchof : .
"t scientists and we. don’t know what we are" sl

i ..-._domg',’.' Roffer said. -

The uther probiem lS ﬁshcrmen usmg_ o

. '_ouldated mfonnahon and becoming cllsullu-'__ e
".sioned.The ' National .. Oceanic :and. -
_'Atmosphenc Administration | ‘produces sea . . &
“surface . temperature . -charts .- which ~are.. - .

released three times per week. However, the ' ..o

- ~good fishing areas can change in a matter of .
7+ hours, thereby guickly rendenng thecharts . L
"obsolete. *'The government is still putting ~.° .

‘out sea surface temperature charts for free .

" about three times a week,”’ Roffer said. =~~~ 7
o8 “Whathnppens is people getthesechans for = o

-~ free and ‘will use them and find them not

-__adequate for their needs arnd it poisonsthe @ . 0o

well. It's'a nice hlsmncal record but that 5 e

._abnutall o

‘Because of ﬁus Ruffer smd he and hlS: _

: -"_'employees are constantly at work, providing .
. updated information. The charts andupdated_ o

. information are sent to clients via facsimile . -

: ;-..;-'machmes, telephone and ‘single sideband = 0 BRI
', radio. **We work, crazily enough, about 18 . = v

“IE I“3r(hly, SE‘JeIl(ia)!SI}er‘yeuek Tt

- ‘Roffer will provide Maritimes with a7
g series of Big Rock Tournament charts and in - -
‘a . follow-up article next Jdssue, we will
S _ana]yzewherc the actual tournamen:
- are; ‘made compa.red '

R@ﬁe? Was mgm

The hlgh tech fish finder featured in'the June 23 Marmmes prov:ded what'-_' L
S -proved to be -absclutely accurate anfcrmahon for mappmg lhe marim during the e
i B:g Rack Marlin Tournament June 11-18.° -

“The first place fish was hooked June’ 13 fess than one mlle froma “hot spot" S
o '_off the coast of Atlantic, N:C, indicated on a ROFF'S’ chart received thatday. On . ..~ -
~june 15, the second place fish was hooked in a location near Diamond Shoals, off . =
i Hatteras -whera Roffer’s:Ocean Flshlng Fnrecastlng Semce predlcled flshing _
e acuwty should be pamcularly goad.”

‘According to sources, the majonty of the 62 hsh hooked (42 of whlch were_ o
o released) in the tournament were caught between the 39800 and 39850 fines
i (loran). ' ROFF’S -charts ‘received during the week of Big Rock consistently =
. predicted good fishing in this area, However, the charts indicated that the 'most :
* likely concentrations of ‘marlin were to be found that week southeast of Frying ~
Pan Shoals off Wrightsville ‘Beach. As far as ‘we could determine, ‘Big-'Rock -
{-tishermen concentrated on ths cluser area between Cape i_ookout and Cape -
atteras . N SR A o :
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